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Hon'ble President,  

Dear Colleagues,  

Distinguished Foreign Guests,  

Respected Monks,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Assalamu Alaikum and Good Afternoon, everyone.  

I welcome you at the inaugural ceremony of the International Peace Conference under the 

auspices of "Shuva Kathin Chibor Dan" festival of the Buddhist Community.  

The offering is a sacred duty in every religion. The Buddhist Community earns spiritual 

purity and mental peace by offering "Kathin Chibor" to the respected Monks. I want to thank the 

organizers for arranging the World Peace Conference in observance of the religious festivity.  

We have a firm commitment to peace at national and international arena. The greatest 

Bangalee of all time, the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had waged 

liberation struggle for 24 years to achieve peace and development of the Bangalees. The 

country's Constitution adopted after the Independence incorporated equal rights of all people 

irrespective of religion, caste and creed to establish a secular and discrimination-free Bangladesh. 

It had created a positive impact in the South Asia and the World itself. Bangabandhu was thus 

awarded the prestigious Julio Curie Peace Medal by the World Peace Council in 1973. It glorified 

Bangladesh and its people.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The present government has been moving ahead with the ideals of Bangabandhu. We are 

determined to establish Bangladesh as the most peaceful country in the South Asia in addition to 

contribute to restore the world peace. We, in turn, have attached highest priority to maintain 

religious harmony and inclusive development. The Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Christians jointly 

fought against the occupation forces during our Liberation War. This is the country for the people 

of all religions. Everyone has equal rights to everything and everywhere. All have been 

contributing to the socio-economic development of the country.  

A number of festivals including Durga Puja, Eid, Probarana Purnima were held few days 

ago. The people of the soil have the tradition of sharing festivities among themselves. We believe 

"Religion is a matter of individual; however the festivals are for all." We are proud of our 

communal harmony and cordiality.  

A fanatic, communal and anti-liberation force has been hatching conspiracy to spoil our 

religious harmony. They are engaged in provocative actions. I called upon every citizen of the 

country to thwart their conspiracies.  



Distinguished Guests, ladies and Gentlemen,  

Bangladesh was a unique place in spreading Buddhism in ancient time. Emperor 

Bimbisara, Ashoka, Kaniksha then disseminated the teachings of Lord Buddha in Bangladesh. It 

was continued till the Pal and Sen Dynasty up to the twelfth century. The Buddhist tradition also 

contributed to Bangalee Civilization.  

The great Simapuri Mahabihara, Bashu Bihara, Halud Bihara, Sitakot Bihara, Shalbon 

Bihara and Pandit Bihara of the soil were famous across the world. These were the centers of 

acquiring knowledge. The disciples of various countries took lessons on the philosophy of 

Buddhism here. The distinguished monks were teachers there. Pandit Atish Dipankar, 

Shilabhadra, Kamalahil and Shantarakhit were a few of them. They wrote "Charayapada", the 

earliest Bangla specimen and literature.  

We have taken steps to preserve all monasteries. It would help the monks to devote 

themselves in building the society and the country and spreading the teachings of Lord Buddha.  

The present government has renovated and reconstructed the temples, mosques, 

pagodas, churches across the country. We have taken initiatives to develop Dharmarajik Buddhist 

Mahabihara, Merul Badda Buddhist Bihara, and Chittagong Buddhist Bihara. We have allotted land 

for a Buddhist Bihara at Uttara in the capital. We recently donated seven kathas of land to 

Dharmarajik Buddhist Mahabihara. The modernization work of this Mahabihara will be started 

soon.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

The present government has been implementing massive development programs in the 

socio-economic sectors. We thoroughly overhauled the education system to increase the literacy 

rate and quality of education. We ensured the healthcare for the poor people of rural areas. The 

food and nutrition security for the people has been ensured. Internet and ICT services have been 

made available up to the Union level. We have taken programs to turn the country's huge 

population in to human resources. Remarkable development in gas, electricity, communication 

and other infrastructure sectors has been achieved.  

Our economy has been making healthy growth despite the worldwide "Great Recession". 

We have achieved six and a half percent growth on average. All the macro-economic indicators 

including inflation are positive. Per capita income has been increased to US $850 from US $630 in 

2008.  Some 55 million people have come out from the lower class to the middle class. Life 

expectancy has been increased to 69 years. Poverty has been reduced by over 10 percent during 

the last four years and thus ensured inclusive development.  

The opposition does not like the development of the country and its people as they 

ensured the backwardness of the country during their tenure. They want the rise of terrorism, 

fundamentalism and militancy in the country. We are determined to root-out their evil designs 

against the country and its development.  

The image of the country has been brightened across the world during the tenure of the 

present government. On the process, we in the last week became member of the important inter-

continental group "Asia-Europe Meeting". Our bilateral relationships with Vietnam and Laos have 

been strengthened due to my recent visit to two countries.  

Where is the guarantee that BNP-Jamat, if get chance, would not repeat the atrocities like 

killing, rape, arson attacks as they committed in 2001. Who knows they would not mastermind 

the crimes like the 21st August grenade attack of 2004, series bomb blast in 2005 and providing 

shelter to the separatists. If get chance they would again interrupt the democracy, cripple the 

economy, reduce the literacy rate, and demolish the spirit of the Liberation War. I call upon all 

irrespective of religious faith and sectoral identity to be vocal against their heinous conspiracies.  

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

We are committed to establishing a poverty-free, happy and prosperous and peaceful 

Bangladesh by 2021 by uprooting all conspiracies.  



Please join with us to build the nation with the spirit of the Liberation War and establish a 

lasting peace and development.  

With the hope, I do hereby declare the World Peace Conference under the auspices of 

"Shuva Kathin Chibor Dan" open.  

Thank you again. Let peace be descended upon all.  

Khoda Hafez.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Banglabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever.  

--- 

 


